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WEBINAR OVERVIEW

• Personnel Updates
• IEP Forms
• SLD Update
• 2016 Special Education 

Manual
• Procedural Safeguards 

Notice booklet update
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WEBINAR OVERVIEW ‐ cont.

• Special Education Reports 
posting

• Monitoring update
• 2016 Assessment Recap, 

2017 Alternate Assessment 
Plan and 1% Rule

• Dispute Resolution Hot 
Topics

• General Updates
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Personnel Update

Kendrick Lester

Secondary Special Education Coordinator
(208) 332-6918

KLester@sde.idaho.gov
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New Writable PDF State IEP Forms



SLD Update

• Work group reviewed the comments 
submitted.

• Work group has made recommendations 
for consideration.

• Goal – August Regional Trainings.
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2016
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

MANUAL
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2016 Special Education Manual

New Manual Approved by SBOE on June 16, 2016.
Changes:

• Removing reference to No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) due to the passage of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA);

• Removing outdated references to psychosocial 
rehabilitation (PSR);

• Removed references to Appendices no longer 
attached to the manual;
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2016 Special Education Manual

• Fixing typos throughout document;  
• Changing references to highly qualified teacher 

(HQT) to align with passage of ESSA and 
removed entire section in Ch. 10 (previously 3B);

• Clarified language regarding school of 
attendance (See Ch. 6, Section 1B, 3, pg. 114.);

School of Attendance: A student with a disability shall be 
educated in the school he or she should attend if not 
disabled unless the IEP requires some other arrangement. 
In such case, the child’s placement shall be based on the 
child’s IEP and as close to possible to the child’s home. 
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2016 Special Education Manual
IDAPA rule changes incorporated IDAPA 
08.02.03.109a :
Clarifying language regarding Idaho’s 10-day rule 
for parental objection to a district’s proposal for an 
Individual Educational Program (See Ch. 5, Section J., pg. 
99-100);

• Parent can still disagree within 10 days and changes 
proposed cannot be implemented for 15 days or as 
extended by mutual agreement. 

• If agreement not reached, changes are implemented 
unless parent files due process hearing. 

• Cannot be used to challenge eligibility or 
identification determination.
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2016 Special Education Manual
Changes in Dispute Resolution Processes
• Clarifying that audio recordings will be made of 

Due Process Hearings, with transcripts for 
hearings available at district expense by parent 
request (See Ch. 13, Section 5.F.2.h., p. 227);

• Changing the manual to reflect federal guidance 
about mediation confidentiality agreements as 
addressed in rule change: IDAPA 08.02.03.109b 
(See Ch. 13, Section 3A, pg. 214), and replacing the 
Mediation Confidentiality Agreement with a 
Notification of Mediation Confidentiality (see Ch. 13, 
pg. 240);
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2016 Special Education Manual

Added additional resources to the Procedural 
Safeguards Notice and making the introduction 
more parent friendly (see Ch. 11, pg. 191) 

NOTE: The change is only a format change, 
and includes a revision of the parent 
introduction and resources. The 2014 version of 
the Procedural Safeguards Notice is still valid to 
use.
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2016 Special Education Manual



SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

No More Appendices! 
The old 

appendices are 
now under 
“Resource 
Materials”

The plus sign (+) 
expands

. . . to show the 
resources for each 

chapter

Some resources 
are currently 

“under 
construction” and 
will be coming 

soon



2016 Special Education Manual

LEA ACTION REQUIRED!
Each LEA is required to adopt the current manual and 
submit assurance their board adopted the new 
manual as part of the IDEA Part B application. As part 
of the IDEA Part B application, districts should be able 
to provide evidence of their board’s decision in the 
form of minutes of the meeting in which the manual 
was adopted.

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE



In answer to the question . . .

Will the SDE send out new copies of 
the Special Education Manual to 

reflect these changes?

Regretfully, no.
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Procedural Safeguard Notice Booklets
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Procedural Safeguard Notice Booklets
They are Here!

• Printed in booklets on newsprint paper, and 
reformatted for printing, the SDE purchased 
enough for each district’s child count 
numbers. 

• The first page only, the parent letter (NOT 
the actual document), was changed.

• The previous PSN is still accurate.
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Procedural Safeguard Notice Booklets
Trial Period

• The SDE covered the cost for this batch only. 
The SDE can not commit to printing beyond 
this trial. 

• Feedback from districts will be used to 
explore options for printing the booklets 
again. A survey will be sent out to directors 
Spring 2017. 

• The newly formatted booklet  version is 
posted on the website as well. 
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Procedural Safeguard Notice Booklets

How To Get Them

• Districts receiving 100 or less booklets, will 
have their booklets mailed to them (93 
districts).

• Districts receiving 100 or more will be 
contacted by their SESTA Instructional 
Coordinator to arrange delivery. 

• Contact your Instructional Coordinator if 
you have questions. 
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Special Education Reports Posted

• 2014-2015 618 Part B Reports

• 2014-2015 State Performance Plan or 
APR Indicators
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Special Education Reports Posted

• What is a 618 Part B report?

• Where does the data come from?

SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE



SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE



SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE



618 Part B Reports
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Assessment 
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Special Education Reports Posted

• What is the State Performance Plan?

• Where does the data come from?
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State Performance Plan
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Indicator 1: Graduation Rate
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ISEE Roadshow

ISEE Roadshows
• Region 3 - August 1st

• Regions 5 & 6 - August 4th

• Region 4 - August 5th

• Region 2 - August 10th

• Region 1 - August 11th

• Three Special Education presentations 
in each region.
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ISEE Roadshow cont.

• ISEE Roadshow Agenda: 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/tech-
services/isee/roadshow/files/agenda/
2016-ISEE-Roadshow-Agenda-
Workshop-Descriptions.pdf
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Annual LEA Determinations

• Letters mailed to Superintendents after 
June 23rd.

• Emails sent to Superintendents and 
Special Education Directors on June 
23rd. 
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General Supervision File Review 2015‐2016

• The GSFR checklist was updated and 
included training videos.

• Districts were given the opportunity to work 
with SESTA  to resolve items.

• June 30, 2016 is the last day to fix items.
• Letters of compliance or non-compliance 

will be mailed out the week of July 4, 2016
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• Each district selected 2 files

Title of Presentation | Page x of y
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General Supervision File Review 2015‐2016

Issues Identified
• PLOPs and Goals

• Is the PLOP measurable and does the 
goal measure the same item?

• LRE
• Does the LRE code reflect the time in 

the service grid?
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General Supervision File Review 2015‐2016

2016-2017

• SDE will provide universal training. 
• Some districts will be provided with 

target training.
• We are redesigning the monitoring 

system to include results. 



2016 Assessment Recap

• 2016 Alternate Assessment Scores in 
ELA/Math will be mailed to districts 
and should be received by August 
12th.

• ISAT Alternate Science Assessment 
results will be available August 12th. 

• 2016 Assessment Participation 
Appeals window scheduled to open 
August 1, 2016. 



2017 Assessment Update

• All testing in the 2017 administration will be 
done on one platform – The AIR system 
(Idaho Portal) with a couple of exceptions!

• ID-NCSC will return to an online 
administration.
• Paper/Pencil form available as an 

accommodation.
• Student Response Check on the ID-NCSC 

will be incorporated into the Science 
Alternate Portfolio system.



2016 Assessment Update

• We will provide preliminary 
identification from your October 2016 
ISEE Submission (Student 
demographic file).

• 1% Cap under ESSA
• We are still reviewing the proposed 

rules and will have more guidance 
when you return in the fall!

2017 Assessment Update



HOT Topics in 
Dispute Resolution
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Graduation Issues
Confusing Wording under IDAPA 
08.02.03.109.07 

• Districts shall use a regular diploma for students 
who are eligible for special education at the end of 
their secondary program.

• If a student is not granted a regular high school 
diploma or if a regular high school diploma is granted 
for completing requirements that are not comparable 
to regular graduation requirements, a student who 
is eligible for special education is entitled to FAPE 
until the semester he or she turns 21 or until the 
student completes requirements comparable to 
regular graduation requirements, whichever comes 
first.
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Let’s Unpack Some Terms
• Regular Diploma IDAPA 08.02.03.104,105,106

29 credits of core instruction, 17 electives = 46 credits min.
Language Arts (English – 8 cr., Speech – 1 cr.) = 9 cr.; Mathematics = 
6 cr.; Science 6 cr.; Social Studies = 5 cr., Humanities = 2 cr.; Health 
= 1 cr.; Electives = 17 cr.; Senior Project; Proficient or Advanced on 
ISAT

• Secondary Program
Unfortunately, not defined in code. Generally understood to mean 
upon receiving a regular high school diploma or upon completion of 
IEP requirements for graduation. 

• Not Comparable
Were the requirements modified or differentiated (IDAPA language), 
as opposed to accommodated? A good test would be to ask if a 
change in the requirements would be made for a non-special 
education student.
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A Problem We’ve Seen

• District A awards a high school diploma to a 
student who is still eligible for services. 

• The student moves to District B and is denied 
services because the student has “graduated.”

• District B would likely be found out of 
compliance for denying FAPE to the student.

• How would they know the student is still 
eligible if the student has a diploma?
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Non‐Compliant Actions

• A district requires students to graduate with a 
regular high school diploma before allowed to 
start the “18-21 year old program.” IDEA has no 
such requirement for the continuation of FAPE.

• A district exits all students from special 
education upon going through the graduation 
ceremony and getting a diploma, and then lets 
students who need services come back to their 
district for FAPE.
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Recommendations
Only exit students from special education services 
when: 

• A student meet the requirements for a regular high 
school diploma (state and district standards); or

• A student completes the semester in which they turn 
21; or 

• A student meets IEP goals as determined by IEP 
team*; or

• A student no longer qualifies for special education.

*A student may still qualify for FAPE under this option.
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Issue a “regular high school diploma” when:

• A student completes the requirements for a 
regular high school diploma (state and 
district standards); or

• A student completes the goals on the IEP 
following completion of high school*; or

• A student ages out the semester the student 
turns 21.

*A student may still qualify for FAPE under this option.

Recommendations
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Certified SPED and Related Services Hard to 
Fill Positions – Mini Grant Application Results

56 Applications Received
• Nearly $700k Total Dollars Requested

34 applicants shared the $198k total grant award 
• 22 of those received partial awards
• 12 received full amount requested

3 Independent scorers reviewed and scored all the applications 
and the scores were tabulated to determine award results. 
• The rubric and the award results are posted at: 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/topics/grant‐opportunities/index.html#sped

For those who were awarded  this mini grant funding, the reimbursement form is located on 
our website: http://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/funding/ under the heading “Funding Forms” and 
/or can be accessed at the  above grant opportunities link.

• Email the completed  Mini Grant Reimbursement Request forms to Wendy Lee at 
wlee@sde.idaho.gov



IDEA Part B and Preschool Application

• The 2016-17 IDEA Part B and Preschool 
Application will be open July 1st.

• Watch for an email announcing this and 
identifying what the new changes are.

• Training on how to complete the application 
and on any new enhancements will be 
scheduled and announced at a later date.

Reminder: Applications for IDEA Part B and Preschool 
funding need to be completed and submitted no later 
than October 15, 2016. 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE
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Updates from OSEP



On the Horizon

• Training calendar on the Idaho Training 
Clearinghouse.

• Additional supports through:
• SESTA/BSU
• SESTA/CDHD

• New & Experienced Federal Program Directors 
Meeting – September 21 & 22, 2016.
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WEBSITE UPDATE - FORMS
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Forms are grouped by both category 
and form number. 

Dr. Charlie Silva – Special Education 
Director  (208) 332-6806

Ivana Hotchkiss – Data & Reporting 
Coordinator  (208) 332-6919

Alisa Fewkes – Data Program 
Specialist  (208) 332-6925

Shannon Dunstan – Early Childhood & 
Interagency Coordinator (208) 332-6908

Jeff Brandt – Special Populations 
Coordinator  (208) 332-6915

Karlynn Laraway – Statewide 
Assessments Coordinator
(208) 332-6824

Wendy Lee – Funding & Accountability 
Coordinator  (208) 332-6916

Grace Dehner – Contracts & Fiscal 
Program Specialist  (208) 332-6910

Kendrick Lester – Secondary Special 
Education Coordinator (208) 332-6918

Dr. Melanie Reese – Dispute Resolution 
Coordinator  (208) 332-6914

Lily Robb – Dispute Resolution Program 
Specialist  (208) 332-6912

SPECIAL EDUCATION SDE STAFF
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