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Klin et al. (2007). Circumscribed interests in HF individuals with ASD: An exploratory study. JASH. 

Åfacts/verbal memory (facts about US Civil War) 

Åfacts/visual memory (designing LEGO skyscrapers) 

Åsensory behaviors (running fingers through water) 

Åmath (appreciation of triangles, solving problems) 

Åclassifying (organizing books by year of pub) 

Ådates & times (keeping track of birthdays) 

Åcollecting (saving rubber bands) 

Åletters & numbers (memorizing license plates) 
 

 

 

 

ŰŻŴƇ ŷƂ ƊŸ ƀŸŴƁ ŵƌ MƂŵƆŸƆƆżƂƁN Ƃƅ ŹŴƆŶżƁŴƇżƂƁ? 



1. common/age-appropriate 
fascinations: video games,                                   
pop stars, musicals, dolls 

2. sophisticated fascinations:                       
surgical techniques, the 
economy 

3. uncommon fascinations: 
mustard bottles, elevator 
doors  

 

 

 

ŰŻŴƇ ŷƂ ƊŸ ƀŸŴƁ ŵƌ MƂŵƆŸƆƆżƂƁN Ƃƅ ŹŴƆŶżƁŴƇżƂƁ? 

 trains 
American Idol 
                      George Washington  

legal cases 
Bob Barker  

     paper clips  

         ABBA 
Route 66  



I have a question for teenagers here. 
Q: When is an obsession not an obsession? 
A. When it is about football. 
 
How unfair is that? It seems that our society fully  
accepts the fact that a lot of men and boys eat,  
sleep, and breathe football and people seem to  
ƇŻżƁž ƇŻŴƇ żŹ ƆƂƀŸƂƁŸ ŷƂŸƆƁLƇ, ƇŻŸƁ ƇŻŸƌ ŴƅŸ ƁƂƇ  
fully male. Stupid! (p. 47) 
 
Jackson, L. (2002). Freaks, geeks, and Asperger syndrome.  
Jessica Kingsley. 



We are SIA snobs!  

Frith (1991) noted that the response                                         
of the neurotypical  world to the SIA                                
of an individual with AS depends largely on  
how acceptable the SIA feels to the  
observer. ŬŻŸ ƂŵƆŸƅƉŸŷ ƇŻŴƇ Ma child who  
talks about electricity pylons all the time is  
more likely to be thought oddly fixated than 
one who talks about horses or football  
ƇŸŴƀƆN (p. 239). 



 

MţƈƆƇ ŠżƉŸ šżƀ ƇŻŸ ŰŻŴſŸN 
ŰŻŴƇ ŷƂŸƆ ũŸŷƅƂLƆ ƆƇƂƅƌ ƀŸŴƁ ŹƂƅ ƇŸŴŶŻŸƅƆ? şƂƅ 
parents? For other students without autism? For 
students without disabilities? 
 



ŢƇLƆ ƁƂƇ ŴŵƂƈƇ MźżƉżƁź żƁN 
żƇLƆ ŴŵƂƈƇ ƃƅƂƉżŷżƁź Ŵ ƊŴƌ ƇƂ  

get from here to there. 



bridges vs. carrots  



Winter-Messiers, et al (2007) 

engagement 
w/ SIAs may 

result in  

SENSORY:   
Improved 
sensory 

processing 
EMOTIONAL: 
Lower anxiety 

 

 

SOCIAL: 
More willing 
to interact 

ACADEMIC SKILL: 
Higher 

motivation & 
interest levels 

COMMUNICATION:
Focused convers., 
advanced vocab. 

EXECUTIVE 
FUNCTIONING: 
Improved focus & 

memory 

FINE MOTOR:                     
Higher level abilities 

working w/ 
computers, clay, etc.  



use fascinations  
& strengthsƑ 



to expand social opportunities 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Use things the autistic individual enjoys to spark 
her interest. If she likes music and hums to herself, 

use music as an introduction to relating to other 
people. It is a falsehood that autistics do not relate. 

Rather, they relate in their own ways.   
(ŨL ŧŸżſſ, ƃ. 83) 

 



aƁ ŸƁƇżƅŸ ƆŶŻƂƂſ ƇŴſžżƁź ŴŵƂƈƇ MƇŻŸ ƊŻŴſŸN 



 



to inspire learning &  
facilitate inclusion 

  
 

Å plan 
curriculum 

Å plan 
instruction 

Å create 
opportunities 
for 
participation 
& success 



Emeril as inclusion facilitator  
Åmenu vs. schedule 

Åchef ŻŴƇ & MŵŴƀN 

Ådesk Emeril 

Åcooking-related lessons 

ÅEmeril recommends: (ŤżŷLƆ ŜƂƂž, Garden Fun) 

ÅPampered Chef writing supports 

Cursive writing             
is cool! 



language arts 
Å weather section of newspaper 
Å disaster fiction  
Å teach e-mail & web skills & Twitter; 

surf for weather stats 

Example of fascinations support map (Kluth, 2010) 

science 
Å how to read barometer and 

other gadgets 
Å weather-related experiments 
Å explore websites like National 

Weather Service 

social skills/relationships 
Å teach about feelings- MŴƅŸ ƌƂƈ 

feeling gloomy and rainy today or 
sunnyN? 

Å teach music- MŬżƁźżƁź żƁ ƇŻŸ 
ūŴżƁN; MŬƈƁƁƌ ŰŸŴƇŻŸƅN 

communication skills 
Å support communication skills;                                                            

teach others about weather or                                                 
give daily weather fact 

math 
Å study the distance certain 

storms travel 
Å focus on weather statistics, look 

for patterns across regions 
Å graph the weather daily 

social studies 
Å learn about jobs (e.g., weather 

person, disaster relief volunteer) 
Å study weather history of the 

community 
Å look at weather stories in history 

(weather almost postponed D-
Day) 

art 
Å explore how weather is 

portrayed by artists? 





to create & select  
classroom materials 

^ http://mathmindsblog.wordpress.com/ 


