
A reading program is used to help guide both initial 

and differentiated instruction in the regular classroom. 

It supports instruction in the broad range of reading 

skills (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, comprehension) required to become a 

skilled reader. It contains teacher’s manuals with 

explicit lesson plans, and provides reading and 

practice materials for students. 

Intensive academic interventions are 

characterized by their increased focus for 
students who fail to respond to less intensive 

forms of instruction. Intensity can be increased 

through many dimensions including length, 

frequency, and duration of implementation. 

  Standard protocol intervention relies on the same, 

empirically validated intervention for all students 

with similar academic or behavioral needs. Standard 

protocol interventions facilitate quality control. 

Progress monitoring is used to assess students’ 

academic performance, to quantify a student rate of 

improvement or responsiveness to instruction, and to 

evaluate the effectiveness of instruction. Progress 

monitoring can be implemented with individual 

students or an entire class. 

Within RTI, a problem‐solving approach is used to 

individually tailor an intervention. It typically has four 

stages: problem identification, problem analysis, plan 

implementation, and plan evaluation. 

Universal screening is conducted, usually as a 

first stage within a screening process, to identify 

or predict students who may be at risk for poor 

learning outcomes. Universal screening tests are 

typically brief; conducted with all students at a 

grade level; and followed by additional testing or 

short‐term progress monitoring to corroborate 

students’ risk status. 
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groups of students in intervention 
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Follow a prescribed cycle for individual 
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each student 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Definitions by National Center on 
Response to Intervention: 

www.rti4success.org 

Response to intervention 
integrates assessment and 

intervention within a multi‐level 
prevention system to maximize 

student achievement and reduce 
behavior problems. With RTI, 

schools identify students at risk 
for poor learning outcomes, 
monitor student progress, 

provide evidence‐based 
interventions and adjust the 
intensity and nature of those 
interventions depending on a 
student’s responsiveness, and 
identify students with learning 

disabilities. 
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